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Delhi Public School, Howrah

PERIODIC TEST Ili (2024-2025)
Class-XI

Care must be taken not to write anything on the question paper. All the questions must be attempted in the correct
sequence.

Time: - 3 Hours

SUBJECT: ENGLISH CORE (CODE - 301)

Maximum Marks- 80

General instructions:

1. On the outskirts of the bustling city of Jaipur, in a quiet village, stands an old banyan tree that
has been there for centuries. The tree’s thick roots run deep into the earth, and its wide branches
stretch across the sky, casting a cool shadow on the ground below. Locals say the tree has
witnessed countless generations, standing as a silent guardian over the village. During the hottest
summer days, villagers gather beneath the tree to escape the scorching sun, and in the evenings,
the air is filled with the sounds of children laughing and playing around its base.

2. The banyan tree is more than just a tree; it has become a part of the village’s daily life and
traditions. Every year, during the festival of Makar Sankranti, the villagers tie colorful ribbons and
small paper wishes to the tree’s branches, believing that the banyan will carry their hopes and
dreams to the gods. The tree has become a sacred place where villagers come to offer their
prayers, share stories, and seek peace. It stands as a symbol of resilience and faith, connecting the

people to their roots and their ancestors.

3. In the early mornings, when the village is still wrapped in mist, the tree appears almost mystical.
The dew-covered leaves glisten as the first rays of sunlight touch them, and the soft rustle of the
leaves in the breeze seems to whisper forgotten tales. Birds find refuge in the tree’s vast branches,
singing their morning songs, while the villagers begin their day with quiet devotion at the tree’s
base. Farmers often start their workday by bowing their heads in respect before the tree, believing

it will bring them good fortune.

4. As the seasons change, so does the appearance of the banyan tree. In spring, new leaves sprout,
and the tree is full of life and activity, with birds building nests and children playing in its shade. In
the monsoon, the tree’s roots absorb the nourishing rains, making it look even more vibrant and

strong. Even in winter, when the air is cool and dry, the tree stands tall, a reminder of the cycles of

nature and life.

5. The banyan tree is not just a part of the landscape; it is woven into the fabric of the village’s

1. The Question Paper contains THREE sections-Section A - (READING), Section B- (WRITING) and Section C
(LITERATURE).

2. Attempt questions based on specific instructions for each part.

3. Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these
instructions and follow them.

4. Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

Q. SECTION A — READING 26
No
1. Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow 10
marks

identity. It is a symbol of endurance, a place of gathering, and a witness to the joys and sorrows
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of the people who live beneath its branches. The villagers beli?Ye that as Iong;z ct’htz t:;zy::m‘
stands, their community will continue to thrive, rooted in tradition and conne

world.

i i r th
On the basis of your understanding of the passage, choose the most appropriate options for the
questions that follow.
i.  Complete the analogy with ONE word from paragraph 4:

spring: new leaves :: monsoon: . .
(A) dry air (B) strong roots (C) colorful ribbons (D) changing appearan

Why is it fair to say that the statement ‘the banyan tree stands as a symbol of endurance

in paragraph 5 uses figurative language?
(A) It highlights the tree’s long-lasting presence in the village’s history.
(B) It compares the tree to a protector of the villagers.
(C) It describes the physical strength of the banyan tree.
(D) It exaggerates the importance of the tree in the village.
iii.  Assess the potential challenges or benefits of preserving the banyan tree, as suggested in
paragraph 5.
iv.  Why does the writer describe the banyan tree as a “symbol of resilience and faith” in
paragraph 2? &
Because
(A) The tree has been standing for generations and plays a significant role in village traditions.
(B) The tree provides shelter to the villagers and protects them from the weather.
(C) Itis the oldest tree in the village, and people believe it grants wishes.
(D) It is the place where villagers gather to offer sacrifices to their gods.
V. According to paragraph 1, why do the villagers gather under the banyan tree during the
day?
vi.  How does the author describe the significance of the banyan tree during the festival of 2
Makar Sankranti, as mentioned in paragraph 2?
vii.  Read and complete the following sentence suitably.
The phrase “woven into the fabric of the village’s identity” in paragraph 5 suggests that
the banyan tree is deeply connected to the daily lives and traditions of the villagers.
Choose the correct response from the two options to complete the sentence. The banyan
tree is important to the village because -
(A) it provides shade during the day
(B) it represents the village’s resilience and connection to their ancestors
viii. ~ Complete the following with ONE example, with reference to paragraph 3 : 1

The banyan tree appears mystical in the morning because

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow: 1X8=8
Through the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG), the countries of the world have resolved to
achieve universal access to safe drinking water and adequate sanitation and hygiene for all by
2030. The aim is to ensure the consumption of safe drinking water and practice safe sanitation
and hygiene, resulting in lower exposure to a contaminated environment, resulting in lower
morbidity and mortality, especially amongst children.

The Swachh Bharat Mission was launched by the Government of India on 2nd October, 2014 to
achieve the vision of ‘Swachh Bharat’ by 2nd October, 2019. The Swachh Bharat Mission Gramin-
SBM (G) endeavours to accelerate rural sanitation coverage, reduce open defecation and
improve the management of solid and liquid wastes in rural areas. The implementation of SBM
(G) is the responsibility of the Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation (MDWS). The MDWS,
while issuing guidelines for Open Defecation Free (ODF) verification stressed on “safe technology
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option which aj F—

/mnagement?::fci::igg ignf;c?mmatlcfn of surface soil, ground water or surface water; excreta
from odour and unsightly condl?t? or animals; no human handling of fresh excreta and freedom
received access to household ‘ I?n . Over the past 4 years, over 92 million new households have
million rural household -cil toilets and by the end of the SBM (G) programme, all 16.5
is to createODF com S .W_I have s:uch access. However, the issue is of usage and thus, the goal
The: status of GDE .rl\'llunltles aqd villages, with no one defecating in the open.
over 99% of rural I\-Il|Hag'es pu.bllshed on the website of MDWS indicates that as of 01.04.2019,
SEEsuiient For Bogit s in Indl‘a have toilet access. The declared ODF villages at all India levels
UNICEF in Indi ,824 Spre_admg <.)ve.r 247,723 Gram Panchayats, 6,031 Blocks and 616 Districts.
to people i a accords high priority to the provision of safe sanitation and water services
iy n rural areas and has over the past many years aided through catalytic technical

ppOrF to MDWS, the Government of India and 15 state governments in the implementation of
the various sanitation programmes and since 2014, soecifically to the SBM (G). With the progress
of the SBM (G) and the declaration of ODF communities, there is an emerging question on
whether the campaign to eliminate open defecation and create ODF communities is resulting in
a decrease in faecal contamination in the environment.

On the basis of your understanding of the passage, choose the most appropriate options for the
questions that follow.

i. The Swachh Bharat Mission (Gramin) primarily aims to:
a) Improve urban sanitation facilities
b) Achieve universal access to safe drinking water
c) Accelerate rural sanitation coverage and eliminate open defecation
d) Promote international cooperation in sanitation programs_.
Which statement about toilet access in rural households is true as of April 2019?
a) Over 90% of rural households have community toilets.
b) 50% of rural households lack proper sanitation facilities.
c) All rural households have been declared open defecation-free.
d) More than 99% of rural households have access to toilets
The main reason for launching SBM (G) was to:
a) Decrease faecal contamination in the environment
b) Build shared sanitation facilities across rural and urban areas
c) Promote water conservation efforts in rural India
d) Achieve the vision of a clean and hygienic India
iv. The Swachh Bharat Mission was officially launched to commemorate:
a) World Water Day
b) Mahatma Gandhi’s birth anniversary
¢) International Environment Day
d) India’s Independence Day
v. The verification guidelines for ODF villages include ensuring:
a) Human handling of fresh excreta is reduced
b) Solid waste management practices are mandatory
c) No contamination of groundwater or exposure to flies
d) Proper technology is used for urban sanitation
vi. Select the option that the given sentence refers to “Over the past 4 years, over 92
million new households have received access to household toilets.”
(a) There is an increase in the usage of toilets among rural households.
(b) There is an increase in the construction of community-shared toilets.
(c) There is an increase in the building of toilets inside households.
(d) There is an increase in access to toilets but are not being used by the villagers.
vii. The phrase "laboured ease of loss" from the context refers to:
(a) Struggles in implementing SBM (G)
(b) Coping with loss while appreciating memories
(c) The challenge of reducing faecal contamination
(d) Rural communities adapting to sanitation programs
viii. Why is the government successful in providing access to toilets to over 99% of rural
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households?
(a) Government is giving false data. o
(b) Villagers also want to have access to toilets to minimize the negative impact of open
defecation.
(c) Villagers are cooperative.
(d) Rural households have become educated.

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow

1. Leadership does not exist without followership. A leader has to be accepted by the gl'O_UP
which the former is supposed to lead. To gain acceptability, the leader should cause an emotive
impact on the group members.

2. The strength of character exhibited by leaders makes them dear to their followers. A leader
is one who effectively inspires followers to achieve worthwhile things. What character of the
leader motivates the followers? It is not pomp and show, neither flattery nor sanctioning more
incentives. Pomp and show create a sense of awe and the leader is deified rather than
emulated. Flattery is unrealistic and cannot serve as a long term motivational tool. A leader’s
style should be one that can be emulated by all irrespective of cadre, class and calibre. Simplicity
in one’s day-to-day conduct is the only thing that can be adopted by all. When the leader is
simple, he is counted as one belonging to the group of which he is the leader. That’s enough to
motivate the people. Motivation is the innate quality that enables an individual or group to
contribute unlimitedly with limited means. It is the proud prerogative of enlightened human
beings.

3. A leader needs to assume the role of a guide; quintessential of fulfilling the role is
knowledge ability. Technical and administrative knowledge of the guide in balanced quantity
and of right kind are essential. Technical knowledge is too vast to be acquired by a leader. At
best he/she is either ‘Jack of all' or ‘Master of few’. But he/she has to master the human
relations aspect of administration in all detail. And when the leader is good at this, his/her
guidance is sought and accepted, then he/she fulfils the role of a guide. The leader is a
negotiator within and outside the organisation.

4. The leader shapes people and moulds character. To achieve this the leader should maintain
equanimity. Equanimity is keeping oneself poised and balanced at all times. A leader is simply
great if he/she can mould his/her followers with his frame of mind. He/she does this by his/her
own example.

a. On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, make notes on it using headings

and sub- headings. Use recognizable abbreviations (wherever necessary-minimum four) and 5
a format you consider suitable. Also supply an appropriate title to it.
b. Write a summary of the passage in about 50 words. 3
SECTION B — WRITING AND GRAMMAR 23
Attempt any one from the questions given below. 3
A. On the occasion of World Heritage Day, design a poster to be put on your school Notice
Board highlighting the need to preserve old monuments which are a testimony to history.
You are Sarla / Sharan, the President of the History Club of your school. (50 words)
OR
B. CBSE Board exams are just round the corner and there is a pressure on the students. Design a
poster on behalf of CBSE to be displayed in various schools asking students to take the help of
counsellors. (50 words)
Attempt any one from the questions given below. 3
A. You are Ram/Ranjani. Draft a classified advertisement, to be published in a popular daily for
the sale of a used motor car giving all the necessary details. (50 words)
OR
B. You own a three-storey bungalow in Dwarka. You want to let out the first and the
second floor on rent.Draft an advertisement to be published in ‘Times classified’. (50 words)
5

Attempt any one from the questions given below.
A. The importance of unconventional careers has grown significantly. Fields like sports
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~ | management, culinary arts,

media studies and travel blogging are attracting creative individuals.
words on the topic 'Following Your Passion: A Career Choice’, which
reer guidance seminar. You are Ankit/Ananya.

OR
ptain and have been asked to deliver a speech during the morning
“Justice Delayed is Justice Denied." Write a speech in about 120-150
mportance of timely justice and the consequences of delays in the judicial

Write a speech in 120-150
you will deliver during a ca

B. You are the school ca
assembly on the topic
words, addressing the i
system.

Attlempt any one from the questions given below.
A. ‘Out large population is not a cause of poverty but an asset, a resource.” Write a debate, in 120-
150 words, as Abir/Abira either for or against the motion.

Or

Zisoi
B. It' Is cruel to put stray dogs to sleep’. Write a debate, in 120-150 words, either for or against the
motion as Shivam/Shivani, a social right activist.

Fill in the following blanks given below choosing the most appropriate options:

Most Indian schools fail to ensure their students’ adequate playtime and fitness regime. Two
out of every five school, going children (a) have a healthy Body Mass
Index (BMI) and 50% of children (b)___adequate lower body strength. Some

schools (c) found to offer three or (d) physical education
periods per week.

a. (i) does (ii) does not (iii) don’t (iv) do

b. (i) lack (ii) lacked (iii) have lacked (iv) had lacked
c. (i) was (ii) are (iii) is (iv) have

d. (i) much (ii) many (iii) more (iv) less

1X4=4

9.

Do as directed (ANY THREE)
a) Replace the error with the correct word - Most of the books whom are in the library
have become outdated.
b) Transform the sentence using too...to — He is so proud that he cannot beg.
c) Change to future continuous tense: We are working hard for the exams.

d) Identify the error and supply correction for the following - Each of the boys were carrying
their own bag.

1x3=3

SECTION C - LiTERATURE

31

10.

Read the following extract and answer the questions accordingly.
A. “And who art thou? Said | to the soft-falling shower,
Which, strange to tell, gave me an answer, as here translated:
| am the Poem of Earth, said the voice of the rain, Eternal | rise
impalpable out of the land and the bottomless sea,
Upward to heaven, whence, vaguely form’d, altogether changed, and yet the same,
i. In the extract, whom is the poet addressing?

a) The earth b) The sky c) The soft-falling shower d) The wind

ii. What does the poet's question reveal about his interaction with nature?

a) He is indifferent to nature. b) He is curious and seeks to understand nature.
c) He is frustrated with nature. d) He is angry with nature.
iii. What does "impalpable" signify in the context of the rain's description?

a) Tangible and visible b) Untouchable and invisible
c) Heavy and dense d) Cold and frozen
OR

B. Some twenty thirty years later

She’d laugh at the snapshot.

“See Betty And Dolly,” she’d say, “and look how theyDressed us
for the beach.” The sea holiday

Was her past, mine is her laughter. Both wry

With the laboured ease of loss.

1X3=3
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?
i. The poem can be said to have which of the following unc.iercurrents of the;nlz;d s
1. Inevitability of death 2. Need to cherish happy memories 3.Loss o0 e one
4. Need for love and belongingness 5.Art of photography G.Powelj 0 s
a) All except 1 & 2 b) All except 3 & 4 c)Allexcept 4 &5  d) All excep
ii. The poetic device used in ‘the laboured ease’ is .
iii. State a quality of the poet’s mother which is reflected in the above extract.

11.

Read the following extract and answer the questions accordingly. . . .
A. "The first indication of impending disaster came at about 6 p.m., with an lenOUS silence.
The wind dropped, and the sky immediately grew dark. Then came a growing roar, and an
enormous cloud towered aft of the ship. With horror, | realized that it was not a cloud, bf—'t a
wave like no other | had ever seen. It appeared perfectly vertical and almost twice the height
of the other waves."

- The first indication that something was wrong was identified when______ .
a) The sky turned red b) The wind dropped and the sky grew dar
c) The ship started to leak d) The temperature dropped suddenly

ii. What did the narrator initially mistake the enormous wave for?
a) A giant iceberg b) A tall mountain c)Alargecloud  d) A thunderstorm

iii. The unique characteristic of the wave observed by the narrator was:
a) It was moving faster than any other wave
b) It was perfectly vertical and nearly twice as tall as the other waves
c) It was glowing with a strange light
d) It was accompanied by a strong wind

OR

B. "She had always been short and fat and slightly bent. Her face was a criss-cross of wrinkles
running from everywhere to everywhere. No, we were certain she had always been as we
had known her, old, so terribly old that she could not have grown older, and had stayed
at the same age for twenty years. She could never have been pretty, but she was always
beautiful."

i. The narrator's perception of his grandmother’s age suggests that:
a) He never saw her as a young woman b) He is exaggerating her old age for dramatic effect
c) She aged significantly during his lifetime d) Her appearance changed frequently over the years
ii.The description “her face was a criss-cross of wrinkles running from everywhere to

everywhere”emphasizes:

a) Her ageless beauty b) The extensive and deep lines of age on her face

¢) Her concern for her appearance d) The randomness of her wrinkles
iii. In saying “She could never have been pretty, but she was always beautiful,” the narrator is

most likely expressing:

a) A contrast between conventional physical beauty and inner beauty.

b) Regret that his grandmother was never physically attractive.

c) Confusion about his grandmother’s appearance.

d) A belief that beauty diminishes with age.

1x3=3

12,

Read the following extract and answer the questions accordingly.

A. ‘MRS FITZGERALD: [impressively] Now you listen to me. You admitted yourself you were
spoiling ‘em — and they didn’t appreciate you. Any apologies —any explanations —an’ you'll be
straight back where you were. I’'m warning you, dear. Just give ‘em a look —a tone of voice — now
an’ again, to suggest you might be tough with ‘em if you wanted to be — an’ it ought to work.

Anyhow, we can test it.”

i. Mrs. Fitzgerald advises the listener to:

a) Always apologize for mistakes b) Pretend to be tough occasionally
¢) Avoid spoiling others completely d) Focus on explaining their actions

ii. According to Mrs. Fitzgerald, showing a tone of toughness:
a) Will alienate others b) Will likely be effective c) Should be avoided d) Is an unnecessary tactic

1x4=4
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iii. Mrs. Fitzgerald's tone in the a

Xtract 3 .
a) Sympathetic and -y can best be described as:

. b) Dismissive and indifferent
Impri f
iCJ :}Z Eﬂ‘:la?d Command.mg d) Lighthearted and humorous
. YINg message in Mrs. Fitzgerald's advice is to:

a) Test if a stern demeanor influences others

b . . e orif
c) Completely Stop being Kind to othere ) Always give explanations for one's actions

d) Avoid all forms of communication
OR
and dazed. About him the room lay in a shuddering
soiled instruments, the hypodermic syringe impaled by its point in
bed the mother ot d over, the kettle on its side in a puddle of water. Upon the huddled
mother still dreamed her way quietly through the anaesthetic. The old woman still stood

against the wall. But her hands were together, her lips moved without sound. She was praying".
I. Andrew felt weak and dazed because

a) he was exhausted after his efforts to save the child.

b} the room was in disarray, and he was overwhelmed.

¢) he was frustrated with the situation.

d) the mother’s condition was deteriorating.

ii. The room is described as being in a “shuddering litter” to:

a) highlight the disorder caused by Andrew’s frantic efforts.

b) emphasize the negligence of the household.

c) show the emotional state of the old woman.

d) suggest the difficulty of medical practices in that era.

iii.The old woman’s actions in the room signify

a) her concern for the child’s health. b) her indifference to the situation.
c) her disapproval of Andrew’s methods. d) her gratitude and relief.

iv. The phrase “her lips moved without sound” indicates

a) she was giving instructions to Andrew. b) she was talking to herself.

c) she was silently praying. d) she was too shocked to speak.

I?. “Andrew handed her the child. He felt weak
litter: blankets, towels, basins,
the linoleum, the ewer knocke

13.

Attempt any one question from each part in about 40-50 words each.
PART A:

i. State the reason for scanning Tut’'s mummy with a CT machine.

ii. How did the grandmother respond to the narrator’s move to the city?
PART B:

i. Write a short note on the conflict presented in the poem Father to Son.
ii. What is the impact of growing up as reflected in the poem ‘Childhood’?

3X2=6

14.

Attempt any one of following in about 40-50 words each.
i. The King’s decision-making process illustrates about his character. Comment.
ii. State the reason behind the narrator’s decision to leave Mrs. Dorling’s house.

3X1=3

15.

Answer any one of the following questions in about 120-150 words.

1. Discuss the emotional conflict between the father and son in the poem ‘Father to Son’ and its
resolution.

OR
2. How does the poem "Laburnum Top" reflect the relationship between life and death, and how
does the poet use the imagery of the bird and the tree to convey this theme?

1x6=6

16.

Answer any one of the following questions in about 120-150 words.
i. Analyze the role of cultural values and family relationships in shaping the characters’ actions in
the story "The Summer of the Beautiful White Horse".
OR
ii. Explain the theme of life and death in the poem "Birth" and how the poet conveys the
transition between them.

1x6=6
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